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Meetings Calendar

Wednesday, January 16, 
2008:

     Mac Basics & Beyond … 5:00 PM

     Main Meeting ………….  6:30 PM

For those of us who use our Macs heav-
ily for storage of photographs (mine ex-
tend back to surveying in the back coun-
try of Venezuela in the late 1940s), it has 
become an exceedingly large shoe box. 
As iPhoto has developed, the avail-
ability of the slide show function has 
greatly facilitated the organization 
and viewing of this continually grow-
ing collection. But there is still room 
for improvement, and for this reason 
I am looking forward to this month’s 
presentation by Bob Shuman on Cre-
ating SLIDE SHOWS.

Bob, an organic chemist, retired from 
Eli Lilly and Co. after 30 years of 
service.   At Lilly Bob reached the 
level of Research Scientist and con-
tributed more than 35 patents and 
over 50 publications in the area of 
peptide chemistry.  Bob spent most 
of his career as the lead discovery 
chemist looking for a replacement 
for the anti-coagulant drug Cou-
madin.  He was very active in the sci-
entific community participating as a 
peer reviewer for the Journal of Or-
ganic Chemistry and the Journal of 
Medicinal Chemistry, two journals 
published by the American Chemical 
Society.

Bob was named Eli Lilly Scientist of 
the year in 1992.  In 1993, he re-
ceived a national recognition from 
the American Chemical Society at a 
conference in Washington D C.  
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Since his retirement Bob has been 
hiking with the Westerners for over 8 
years and with the scouts for five 
years.  Bob  is also active with TRACS 
(Trails Resource Action Coalition of 
Sedona) and with Friends of the For-
est, doing trail maintenance and 
construction to support the U. S. For-
est Service.  He completed a trail 
boss training run by the U. S. Forest 
Service in 2001.  Bob has always 
been an avid photographer and has 
enjoyed using his retirement to de-
vote to his hobby.  Bob is former 
President of the Sedona Camera 
Club.  Many of his photographs have 
been reviewed by professional pho-
tographers and have received 
awards.

The software he uses for slide shows 
is FotoMagico from Bionix software.

Notes From Last Meeting

Gene Snyder was good enough to pre-
pare the following write-up about last 
months meeting. Thanks, Gene.

DECEMBER 2007 OCA MEETING WRITE-UP

Our December meeting consisted of 
two parts.  In one part we partook of 
all the holiday goodies furnished by 
members, and in the other we par-
took of a wonderful “first look” of the 
newest version of the Macintosh op

erating system, Leopard - otherwise 
known as OS 10.5 - presented by 
Ken Hughes and Dick Searle.  As you 
likely know there are a multitude of 
new features, so the dynamic duo fo-
cused on what they believed are the 
four most prominent candidates for 
best-in-show.

What I like best is Time Machine , 
which is an automatic backup system 
to supplement the  one absent on 
most of our Macs.  This automatically 
backs up to an external or another 
internal drive the files on our “main” 
hard drive - every hour for 24 hours, 
every day for a month, and every 
month for a year.  Backups are done 
only for files which have been 
changed since the last time they were 
backed up, so it is possible to have 
several different versions of the same 
file in the TIme Machine backups, 
and similarly it is possible to restore 
any version of these files that is de-
sired. Although Time Machine is a 
welcome backup process, Macworld 
recently suggested that one still use 
SuperDuper or Carbon Copy Cloner 
because if disaster ever strikes, you 
can't recover quickly using Time Ma-
chine.  I thought that an interesting 
comment.

In Stacks  one can drag a folder onto 
the right hand side of the dock, a 
subsequently clicking the folder will 
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give a grid or fan of the folder.  That 
is, one can drill down to see the sub 
folders collected in the folder.  How-
ever, one can not get the files in the 
sub folders, which appears to me to 
be a major limitation.

Previously one could use third-party 
software to obtain multiple desktops, 
each having their own collection of 
programs one was using, to avoid 
desktop clutter.  Leopard has incor-
porated Spaces , which does much 
the same thing in a cleaner, more ef-
fective manner.  One can have 4-16 
spaces, set in System Preferences, 
and have different applications or dif-
ferent files in each space. 
 
QuickLook permits one to zoom a 
picture or a file for closer examina-
tion of the contents, without opening 
the program associated with the pic-
ture or file.  Coverßo  allows one to 
quickly look through photos in the 
finder, again without opening the 
program associated with the photos 
(e.g., one does not have to open 
Adobe Bridge to look at photos done 
in Photoshop).

For the other 296 new features of 
Leopard go to the Apple site and 
watch the guided tour!

UPCOMING MEETINGS

An exciting line-up of topics are still 
being considered for future meet-
ings. 

Later this year, we hope to have a 
program on digital scrapbooking.

Beyond that, topics include preparing 
and uploading videos to Youtube, 
using Windows on Mac (Bootcamp, 
Parallels, VMware), iMovie, Backing 
up (we all do that, don’t we?), iLife 
08, and certainly other programs 
which you, the members, would like 
to hear about and/or offer to pre-
sent.

Oak Creek Apple meetings are held  
at the Elks Lodge in West Sedona, 
just o! Airport Road, on the 3rd 
Wednesday of every month, except 
July and August .

Special Interest Group 
Meetings

Mac Basics & Beyond SIG:

Jannah Riemer does more than show 
how to point and click. There is al-
ways something to learn for all Mac 
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users who don’t make their living us-
ing special applications. This is a 
great place to get questions an-
swered. The Mac Basics & Beyond  
SIG meets from 5 - 6:30 pm every 
3rd Wednesday, before the Main 
Meeting.

The Apple Mug Store
(http://Applemugstore.com)  is a
wonderful place to shop for real bar-
gains, and is available to all Macintosh 
User Group members.

You can find the current User ID  & 
Password  in the email notifying you of 
the meetings of the month.

For those of you into Leopard, 
www.tuaw.com has an interesting 
piece Posted Jan 5th 2008 by Dave 
Caolo:

10 Ways To Get The Most Out Of 
Quick Look

When Steve first demonstrated Quick 
Look, I though it looked gimmicky. In-
teresting, for sure, but nothing I'd use 
regularly. Much like Star Wars Episode I: 
Fun when viewed for the first time, but 
I'll never watch it again.

Three months later, Quick Look is my 
favorite feature of Leopard. It's conven-
ient, useful and very fast. With a tap of 
the space bar, I can identify files in the 
Finder without having to open a sepa-
rate application.

Of course, it goes beyond that. With a 
little effort (and in some cases, plug-
ins), you can get even more out of Quick 
Look. Here's how.

 1-Identify files on remote ma-
chines. I've been using Remote Desktop 
at my day job for a couple of years now. 
With a few clicks, I can observe or con-
trol a remote Mac. Leopard brings this 
convenience to home users with Screen 
Sharing. It's useful, but files appear 
quite tiny when viewed on this screen-
within-a-screen (and titles even 
smaller). Fortunately, Quick Look makes 
things much more legible.

 2. Preview the contents of Zip files 
(plug-in required). BetterZip and the Zip 
Quick Look Plug-in both let you view 
the contents of a zipped file with Quick 
Look. In fact, Zip Quick Look's display is 
dependent on a HTML file which you 
may alter to your liking. Here's how to 
install Quick Look plug-ins
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   3. Preview the contents of a folder 
(plug-in required). Much like BetterZip 
and Zip Quick Look, the Folder List 
plug-in lets you preview the contents of 
a folder. You can also customize its 
HTML-powered display and show or 
hide hidden files or time stamps.
   4. Examine snippets of code with syn-
tax highlighting intact. Here's another 
tip that requires a plug-in. Qlcolorcode 
lets you preview your code with all the 
helpful highlighting you expect.
   5. Examine files in the trash. Until 
Leopard, the Finder's trash would keep 
its contents to itself. Anything you 
wanted to examine had to be moved 
back to the desktop. Fortunately, Quick 
Look lets you preview trashed items. 
Now you know precisely which item to 
yank out of there.
   6. Prep your iWork documents for use 
with Quick Look. When you create a 
document with Numbers, Pages or Key-
note, you can ensure that its preview 
will display the proper formatting by se-
lecting the Include Preview in Document 
check box whey you save (or turn this 
feature on by default in the general 
preference pane).
   7. Enhance TextMate. TextMate is the 
editor that geeks everywhere love (in-
cluding the geeks at TUAW). Ciarán 
Walsh has written two Quick Look plug-
ins for TextMate that let you preview 
items in a project or render Quick Look 
previews (for certain file types) using 
the TextMate syntax highlighter, re-
spectively.
 
  8. Preview fonts. Open a Finder win-
dow, select Cover Flow view and navi-

gate to the font you're interested in. 
Click the space bar and presto! Instant 
preview.
   9. Quick Look and Cover Flow. I love 
the combination of Cover Flow and 
Quick Look. Open a bulging folder in 
the Finder and select Cover Flow view. 
Tap the space bar to preview the 1st file 
and then use the arrow keys to move 
the next one and so on. You'll stay in 
Quick Look mode! Very cool.
  10. Send images to iPhoto. When view-
ing an image with Quick Look - either 
from the Finder or attached to a Mail 
message - you'll see a tiny iPhoto icon 
at the bottom of the window. Click it to 
send that image to iPhoto.

I hope you found these tips useful. And 
I still dislike Episode I.

At the last meeting several members 
voiced a desire to have "tips and tricks" 
for the Mac shared regularly.  Apple in 
fact has such a site

 http://www.apple.com/pro/tips/

Gene Snyder recommends you visit it to 
put into your own bag of tricks those that 
seem of particular interest.  
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I catch myself needing this next one 
all too often. Kind of like doing a 
back-up. Sure I ought to do it, and I 
will. Tomorrow! But why not today???
Thank you, Small Dog.

Clear O! Your Desktop!

by Todd, todd@smalldog.com
Tech Trails # 591

The Quickbooks patch bug (read 
about it here: 
http://blog.smalldog.com/article/99
9/quickbooks-20062007-bug-users
-beware), and the data recovery re-
quired as a result of it, got me think-
ing about what we store on our 
desktops.  The desktop is designed 
to keep files and folders that we 
need for quick access.  I, like many 
of us,  am guilty of keeping a clut-
tered desktop of random things I 
have downloaded, installed, and 
abandoned.

With OS 10.5 Leopard, several inter-
face improvements were made to 
make it easier to stay organized.  All 
downloaded files go into a Down-
loads folder,  easily accessed from 
the dock, and any folder can be 
placed in the dock for easy access.  
Documents is in the dock by default.  

Treat your dock as the quick access 
tool for your life and put the applica-
tions you use daily on it.

There are some downfalls to a clut-
tered desktop.  Despite the belief 
that it speeds up work and play, an 
excess of items on the desktop will 
slow down boot times, create visual 
distraction, and make it more diffi-
cult to find items.  Anytime a ma-
chine boots, every icon on the desk-
top has to load.  We at Small Dog 
service have been watching for the 
most icons on any desktop and the 
current record is 502 items.  Is this 
you?  Consider consolidating to a 
single folder to ease boot times

And another from www.tuaw.com
  
Posted Nov 1st 2007 by Lisa Hoover
Filed under: Odds and ends, Mac 101:
Whip Your Widgets Into Shape
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Widgets are way too much fun. Though 
your Mac ships with a few of them al-
ready installed on the Dashboard, 
frankly they're kind of boring. I mean, 
how much fun is a calculator, clock, or 
calendar? Did you know there's a bunch 
more hiding in the far corners of your 
computer, and even more waiting to be 
discovered online? Let's take a look at 
where to find the extra goodies.
To locate extra widgets already on your 
computer, click the Dashboard icon on 
your Dock and watch the pre-installed 
widgets appear on a your desktop 
(clicking anywhere on the desktop will 
make them disappear again).

With your Dashboard open, locate the 
plus sign in the later left-hand corner. 
Clicking it will take you to a menu filled 
with more widgets that you can simply 
right-click to add to your Dashboard. If 
you change your mind, select the "Man-
age Widgets" button next to the widget 
set and a box pops up where you can 
uncheck widgets to make them go 
away.

If the you want more from your widgets 
than a ski report or stock ticker, be sure 
to check out the widget page of Apple's 
Web site for hundreds more to choose 
from. To install widgets from the site, 
click on "download" and it will magically 
appear as a zip file on your desktop. 
Double click the file, and follow the di-
rections to install it on the Dashboard.

Leopard makes it super easy to create 
your own widgets but, thanks to the ef

forts of thousands of Mac users, there 
are tons of widgets available for free 
download on just about any topic and 
use you can think of. Well, maybe not 
yak shaving. At least not yet.

Membership  
The Oak Creek Apples is exclusively an 
educational institution for the public on the 
use of Apple Computers, including mainte-
nance, security, and software applications. 
Membership is open to anyone who wishes 
to belong. A dues-paying membership is a 
Regular membership (the member, spouse 
and their dependent children may partici-
pate, though only the member may vote). 
Guests and the public are welcome to at-
tend our meetings on an occasional basis 
to become acquainted with the Group and 
its activities. Regular membership dues are 
$25.00 per year to be renewed on the anni-
versary of joining the Group. In addition to 
participation in group activities, regular 
members receive a monthly emailed news-
letter covering general and special-interest 
group activities, Apple news, and informa-
tive articles. A postal mailed version of our 
newsletter is still available for an additional 
$8.00 annual fee.

To become a member when at our general 
meeting, ask one of our greeters at the 
greeting table at the back of our meeting 

room. One can also join the Oak Creek 
Apples by sending a check for $25.00 pay-
able to the Oak Creek Apples  to:

Membership Registrar
Oak Creek Apples

150 Color Cove Road, Sedona,AZ 86336
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Please include your email address and 
mailing address and phone number with 
the payment.

We do not share our mailing list.

The Board of Directors
"
" Chairman: Gene Snyder Ph: 204-1901

 
 Email: eisnyde@npgcable.com
" Treasurer: Jim Evans Ph: 282-4269

 
 Email: jimetal@esedona.net
" Secretary: Dick Searle Ph: 282-3222

 
 Email: dicksearle@esedona.net
" Members at Large:

 
 Herb Felsted Ph: 282-4978

 
 Email: mexplore@npgcable.com

 
 Jane Kemp Ph: 284-5401

 
 Email: janed1@npgcable.com

Special Interest Group Leaders

" Mac Basics & Beyond SIG:

 
 Jannah Riemer 
 Ph: 203-0362

 
 Email: jannah@commspeed.net
     

The Steering Committee
"
Facilitator: Gene Snyder Ph: 204-1901

 
 Email: eisnyde@npgcable.com
" Treasurer: Jim Evans Ph: 282-4269

 
 Email: jimetal@esedona.net
" Membership Registrar:

 
 Dick Searle Ph: 282-3222

 
 Email: dicksearle@esedona.net
" Oak Creek Apples Web Master:

 
 Chuck Murcko 

 
 Email: chuck@topsail.org
" Greeting Table:

 
 Marge Herkenham 

 
 Email: herk@commspeed.net
" Meeting Announcer:

 
 Jannah Riemer 
 Ph: 203-0362

 
 Email: jannah@commspeed.net
" Newsletter Editor:

 
 Herb Felsted 

 
 Email: mexplore@npgcable.com
" Other Members:

 
 Carla Felsted

 
 Pam Hashimoto

 
 Jane Kemp
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